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NOTES

Both specimens were collected on the shoulder of & dirt road which
iraversed the ridge top in chaparral habitat. Spanish bayonet, Yucca,
and elumps of oak and Spanish broom, Sparidwm, were seattered among
chamise, Adenostema. The substrate was decomposed granife. To my
ynowiedge these specimens arc the frst from Montercy County.

The nearest population is 50 miles east in the Diablo Range at Santa
Rita Peak, San Benito County. Since the extensive lowlands of the
dglinas River drainage stretch between the Diablo and Sanfa Lucia
ranges, it s probable that these popuolations are disjunct.

On the basis of this new loeality, it is suspected that the sagebrush
lizard oceurs, probably in dizjunet populations at high elevations,
throughont the Santa Trcia Bange. If it does, the species exists in
mountain areas corpletely encircling the Sacramento and San Joagui
vatleys. A search shonld be made throughout the Santa Ducias,

1 want to thank Dr. R. C. Stebbing for advice in the preparation of
this paper and James . Liynch who introduced me to this lizard.

. Thomas &, Balgooyen, Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, University of

Californig ot Berkeley, California 94750, Accepted March 1970.
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INTRODUCTION OF BLUE CATFISH INTO CALIFORNIA

On October 23, 1869, 1,990 blue catfish, Toialurus Fureatus (LeSueur),
were flown from Stuttgart, Arkansas, to Gillespie Airport tor tntrodie-
tion into Lake dJennings, Qap Diego County. Dr. Fred P. Meyers,
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, Fish Farming Hxperimental
Station, Stuttgart, Arkansas, coordinated procurement of the fish. Uniy
one catfish was lost during shipment.

Blue catfish are known to feed on the Lreshwater Agiatic clam, Corbi-
cula fluminea. C. fumanes is abundant and a nuisance in many south-
ern California waters but is virtually unutilized by present game fish
populations. Although the biue catfish probably will not afford any
biological eontrol over the clams, it is likely they will conyert appreci-
able quantities of this forage animal o 4sh flesh for angler use. The
blue catfish also attains the largest size of any of the American eat-
fishes, and would enhance our fisheries by providing apother trophy
sized fish. Consequently, following a recommendation by Alex (lalhoun,
Chief, Inland Figheries Branch, we introduced the blue catfish on an
oxperimental hasis.

One thousand seven hundred and fifty-eight of the catfish were
marked with a right pelvie clip and released into Lake Jennings on
October 23, 1969, The remaining blue catfish were transported by
hatehery planting truck to the Department’s Chino Fish and Wildlife
Base to be used for future broodstock. Average length of the imported
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fish was 6.46 inches TL with a range of 3.39 to 846 incheg Thetr
average welght was 1.08 oz. Prior to liberation info Lake Jennings
211 of the catfish were held in a live car for a period of 21 hours, ‘:,;
mortality occurred.

On November 18, 1969, 2,014 channel catfish, Teiolurus punciaty,
averaging 6.65 inches were marked with a left pelvie clip and el
into Take Jennings for eomparison of growth and harvest raf
the blue eatfish.

—Willigm M, Richardson, Jomes 4. St Awmant, Lewrence T, Bottrof,
and Wayne L. Parker, Inland Fishevies Bronch, Eegion 5, Californ,

Department of Fish and Game. Accepied April 1570, '
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OCCURRENCE ON THE HIGH SEAS OF A STEELHEAD
TROUT IN TS NINTH YEAR

A steelbead trout (Salmo goirdneris) of unusual 4ge was caplural
in the eastern North Pacific Ocean on September 11, 196%, by the RV
George B. Kelez, Bureau of Commercial Fisheries. Tt was taken in s
surface gillnet at lat 53°00’ N, long 1606°00° W {(about 100 miles sonth
of the Shumigan Islands, Alaska) during a survey to determine the
relative abundance and distribution of Pacific salmon {Oncorhynehy:
spp.). The fish, a female, was 83.7 inches {837mm) long, was ewaciate
and was recovering from its last spawning migration (one of four i
as many years). About 12 eggs that had heen retained in the ovaric
after the last spawning were being resorbed, and the nevt generaln
of immature eggs was present.

Age determination was made from microprojections of seale Dyt
sions on a plastic card (Koo, 1962; Mosher, 1950, The senles showed!
a freshwater age of 3 years and an ccean age of 2 years hefore the
first of four successive spawnings, plug additional summer erowih in
1969 (3.1GGGG-1). Thus the fish had completed 8 years and was in i
ninth year (Figure 1),

Plastic impressions of seales were gent to several agencies for ver)
fieation of the age of this fish. All experts agreed on the life history
of the specimen (ie., 3 years in fresh water, 2 vears in the oecan. four
suceessive annual spawning migrations, and a period of post-spwning
recovery in the summer of 1969). Agreement was not comblete, how.
ever, on the total age of the fish (8 or 9 years) because of 4 differenen
in the interpretation of steclhead age designations by the Neo (1062
formula and by F. H. Suwmner {pers. comm., Dec. 18, 1969, According
to Mosher {pers. comm.) the use of Sumner’s interpretation increasss
total age of the fish by 1 year—the year that is added botween il
first year of ocean growth and the initial spawning check.

Most of the liferature reviewed showed 7 years to be the maximuws
age attained by steelhead troant (Snyder, 1925, 1933, Neave, 1HU;
Pautzke and Meigs, 1941; Meigs and Pauatzke, 1941; Shapovalov and
Taft, 1954 ; Maher and Larkin, 1955; Bali, 1959; Withler, 1966 : Dulk-
ley, 1967 ; Narver, 1969). Sumner (1948), however, reported an & and
a J-vear-old steelhead frout.
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